THE JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY PRESENTS

A Conference for

Teachers (K-12) of History, English, the Arts and Sciences

and School Librarians

GIFTS TO THE WORLD:

Four Remarkable Women

and Their Work

( ELEANOR ROOSEVELT ( MARIAN ANDERSON ( HELEN TAUSSIG ( RACHEL CARSON (
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March 17, 2003

8:00 – 3:00

John F. Kennedy Library

Cosponsored by the John F. Kennedy National Historic Site

We continue our series of annual conferences on teaching through biography with a program in honor of Women’s History Month. Eleanor Roosevelt, Marian Anderson, Helen Taussig and Rachel Carson helped to open new frontiers in the fields of politics and human rights, the performing arts, medicine, nature writing, ecology and environmental protection. At this time, as we re-examine our country’s role in the world, it seems particularly fitting to remember these four Americans whose achievements and spirit have been a gift to all humanity. 

Through conversations with biographers and historians, as well as through film and recordings, we will meet each woman—looking at connections between her personal and professional life, and learning about the individual qualities and inner resources that enabled her to accomplish so much. Our goal is to help teachers draw upon their stories, and upon biography generally, to inspire students and to enliven the teaching of history, language arts and other subjects. 

Documentary materials and other resources for the classroom will be provided. Those who wish to earn Professional Development Points (PDPs) are invited to attend a followup workshop on Saturday morning, March 22 at no additional cost. The workshop will focus on imaginative ways of integrating biographical material into the curriculum. 

More information  (
GIFTS TO THE WORLD: Four Remarkable Women and Their Work

John F. Kennedy Library

March 17, 2003

   The program format will be a conversational one, allowing participants ample opportunity to engage with our

   guest speakers. The discussions will be moderated by several outstanding teachers and will include brief excerpts

   from documentary films and recordings.

                                   Speakers





          Conference agenda

(Joyce Baldwin is author of To Heal the Heart of a Child: Helen Taussig, M.D. (for young readers) and DNA Pioneer: James Watson and the Double Helix.
(Allida Black is director of the Eleanor Roosevelt and Human Rights Project at George Washington University and author of Casting Her Own Shadow: Eleanor Roosevelt and the Shaping of Postwar Liberalism.

(Allan Keiler is professor of music at Brandeis University and author of the acclaimed biography, Marian Anderson, A Singer’s Journey.

(Barbara Ward Klein is chair of the Humanities Division of St. Thomas Aquinas College and president of Nature and Environmental Writers—College and University Educators (NEW-CUE), which sponsors a summer Writers’ Conference and Workshop in honor of Rachel Carson. 

(Susan Ware is the author of numerous books on women in American history, including Still Missing: Amelia Earhart and the Search for Modern Feminism and Letter to the World: Seven Women Who Shaped the American Century—which includes essays on Eleanor Roosevelt and Marian Anderson.

 8:00 
Registration, coffee

 8:30
Introduction – Sam Rubin, Kennedy Library

 8:45
Eleanor Roosevelt: A Conversation with

Allida Black, moderated by Yvonne Powell, history teacher at Burke High School in Boston

10:00    Break

10:15    Marian Anderson: A Conversation with
Allan Keiler, moderated by Deborah Sherr, cellist and head of the Fine Arts Department at Williston Northampton School

11:15
Lunch and discussion 


Teaching About Women Who Have Shaped Our Times – Remarks by Susan Ware
12:45
Dr. Helen Taussig: A Conversation with
Joyce Baldwin, moderated by Mary Coombs, head of the Science Department at the Carroll School in Lincoln

  1:45    Rachel Carson: A Conversation with
Barbara Ward Klein, moderated by Lavinia

(Vini) Schoene, director of the Burgundy Center for Wildlife Studies and former third

grade teacher at the Advent School in Boston

  2:45
Concluding remarks, evaluations 

____________________________________________________________________________________

R  E  G  I  S  T  R  A  T  I  O  N       F  O  R  M

Name_________________________________________________________

School/Organization _____________________________________________

Street address __________________________________________________

City____________________________  State_______ Zip code___________

Phone________________________ E-mail ___________________________

Grade level/subject(s)____________________________________________

( Check if you wish to earn PDPs. Attendance at followup workshop on

Saturday morning, March 22 is necessary to meet the minimum of ten hours required by the Massachusetts Department of Education. Participants applying for PDPs will also need to submit a lesson plan by the end of June on one of 

Registration fee is $75 and includes lunch and resource materials. (No additional charge for those attending the followup workshop.) Make checks payable to

John F. Kennedy Library Foundation 

and mail with completed registration form by March 5 to:

Sam Rubin, John F. Kennedy Library, Columbia Point,

Boston, MA 02125
The conference will be limited to first 150 respondents. Directions and pre-conference materials will be sent out after registration has been received.  For further information, call Sam Rubin at 617.514.1650 or e-mail sam.rubin@nara.gov.

the four women featured in the conference.







